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To Docrox DANIEL ADAMS. 
V. HILE every heart feels fenſibly the wound 


inflicted by our late national loſs, we, fir, cannot more 
fully expreſs our ſentiments or feelings, on this occaſion, 
than by preſenting you with the vote of this Town, for 
your ſervices on the twenty ſecond day of February laſt, 


in commemoration of the death and ſublime virtues of 
the only man, who has uniformly deſerved well of 


his Country and the world. Believe it to be the patri- 
otic effufions of this Town due to you for your exertions 
on that day. — 
| | LrominsTER, March g, 1800. 
In Torun- meeting this day unanimouſly voted 
that à Committee be yaiſed, to return the thanks of this 
Town to Doctor Dax EL Apans for the elegant 
and patriotic Oration delivered by him at the requeſt 
of this Town, on the twenty ſecond of February laſt, in 
commemoration of the death of the late General 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, and that they requeſt 
a copy thereof for the Preſs. 
JOHN GARDNER, Town-Clerk. 


— — 


In conformity to the above vote we requeſt that 
you would gratify the wifhes of the Town by furniſhing 
them with a Copy of the Oration for the Prefs. 

THOMAS GOWING, 

TIMOTHY BOUTELL, 
DAVID WILDER, Committee. 
WILLIAM NICHOLS, 

THOMAS LEGATE, jun. 


To rut Gn iin COMMITTEE, Ax D THE 


RESPECTED INHABITANTS or LEOMINSTER. 


Sentimentsof reſpet for your attention, thanks 
for your candour, and deference to your approbation 
compell me, tho retuflantly to yield to your requeſt. 

DANIEL ADAMS. 
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| HEN have your eyes beheld 
a Pe like this ? When were the emblems of 
mourning mingled in every attire, and the walls 
of this Temple ſhrouded in black ? When did ſor- 
row invade each heart? When did the aged and 
the young bow down in grief together, the matron 


and henored fre, with their ſons and daughters of 


affliction, yield the day to heavineſs, and preſent 
themſelves 1 in veſtments of the tomb ? 


Txzsz are the ſymbols of woe !—But who 
in this aſſembly has not that in his own boſom, 
which ſurpaſſes ſhow, which but to be felt can on- 
ly be known. 


On that token within I call—to that heart- 
felt anguiſh, more eloquent than words, which 
wounds the ſoul of ſenſibility, and awakens eve 
ſympathetic feeling in our breaſts, to that I appeal 
for the cauſe of your grief. 


6 — 
Painrur, diſtreſſing thought ! How ſhall 1 


ſpeak of your affliction? How hall 1 again open 


the wound of your hearts, and ſet in your view 
the deprivation of our Country. 


Gons, forever gone, and never to return! 
Tux FaTHER OF OUR INBEPENDENCE LIES 
NUMBERED WITH TRE MIGHTY DEAD ! WASH-. 


INGTON, who 


" rode the waves of glory, 


And ſounded all-the depths and ſholes of honor,” 


has exchanged thoſe ſcenes of care for you and 
anxious thought here below, for views of an Eter- 


nity on High! : 


Yrs, my Pleads. this 1 * 1 
this champion of liberty —the Illuſtrious Hero of 
America WASHINGTON that paragon of 

neſs 15 Vo MOE No longer does he defend 
your liberties—no longer does he l your 
rights, or A N your laws! | 


| Hz was your friend-—he was a friend to his 


_ Country—he loved virtue—he cheriſhed religion 


—he — Wan Wee flattery—he de» 
teſted vice. 4 
« From ftorms a ſhelter and from heat a ſhade," 


he was the refuge of our hopes, the expeAation 
ef our joys. 

_ Having exhibited to an admiring world = 
ſplendid example of virtue, of patriotiſm, and 
magnanimity,he has quit the abodes of men, 
Bearing his bluſhing boners thick upon him.” 

His body now inhabits the filent manſions 


ef the tomb— his ſpirit has wingell its flight to 


realms of  =therial Bliſs ! 


Fon Mount Vernon the 4 tidings | 
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J i y #* 1 
* 22 . 


yeazsooſened from its foundation comes thunder- 
ing to the ground, the mighty noiſe and wreck. ot” 
ruin reſound from each diſtant hill, ſo did the 
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25 
were, hung upon the willows—from Miſſißippis 


Y 


flood to where the broad Atlantic laſhes our eaſtern 


yielded to unutterable 78 far again from 
North to. Seuth à diſmal ſlllnels, did extend. 


NM ry to 
NAVY efffOLN Hu helden! 11180 


| KO LW; 5 10 771 1430 
Span. then entered our habitations, melan- 
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choly in dumb attitudes ſtalked thre 40 
and ſighs Were wafted on F ; WS. H bart; 
eva T HAN 1 ο⏑% Di n Ts; 293 
©; Bur why ſhould I attempt to paint the an 
guiſh of that hour, while as yet the vivid emotion 
not eraſed from your breaſts ? 
eee o THE ig bag ds 
Dim pt the purple current in your heazis 
aun languid ? Did not a cold chill trill, chro every 
vein, while forrow like a hlent monument flop 
| ſpeechleſs in every countenance, bearing public 
teſtimony of general W oe. 
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Hora bas Mt 6 ROT IHC £57 2399947 Betas Mw 
| Wu preeminence and worth like his 
quit the ſtage, it would be baſe, it would be im- 
Pious not to mum. 
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Tux bright luminary of this weſtern world 
has now paſſed our horizon —he has marked his 

way with a reſplendent luſtre,  - Altho.. fterms 
ſometimes gathered in our hemiſphere, clouds 
darkened, and mortals grouped for day, yet his 


& * 


effulgence penetrated their thickeſt glooms ;—— 


and when he - withdrew: babwnd "hs dark moun- 


cams as hen [the huge fabric of conſpiring. 


;thro . our. ſtreets, 
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tains of death, it was in the mins „ er light, and 
his laſt letting ray like the fu 1 ſplendor of a n 
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© " A wxtcnzornoop or houſchold by e arte} 
of death, are often made the ſubjeQs*6f grief, but to 
day a nation mourns, and theRulers of a land put 
on ſackcloth. Five millions of people from the 
ſame cup drink aMiQion,' and under one com- 
mon calamity mingle their tears,” WY OR IT A442 
MIQT- 353 893 63 901 31 ci} 
 AcrrtabLy to a requiſition of our enlight< 
enced Rulers, moved by the irreſiſtible impulſe of 
thoſe emotions, which {well our troubled boſoms on 
this afflitive diſpenſation of Divine Providence, 
we are here aſſembled on the natal day of bur dea 
parted Hzxo, to pay our laſt reſpects tö a tharacs 
ter, GREAT IN PEACE ! GREAT IN WAR | AND 
GakAr IN THE HEARTS or 115 Coνεννν * 
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8 has this day been cles with 
mirth and feſtivity, while paiſes of WASHING- 
TON have been the haflowed theme of enraptur= 
__ ed thoughts, and his birth celebrated with Joya 
exultation. 8 8 ie SOUP + 15 

odd M i 1 f l 
libs dom: of the? cl6fing's year has infuled 
with nectared ſweets the bittereſt gall, and m_— 
ad on us a different taſk. AT | 
To praiſe for his virtues deer „lee, wey 
for our calamity, and with gratitude for his ſer- 
vices mingle alflition for his death. | 


Wirtz what thoughts ſhall f find lünen 
to your hearts? With what words ſhall I guard 
_ expreſſion, equally to avoid finful” paneyyrie; or 
too e praiſe. ? 3 | : 
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Six ry land eight times has this n 


| made its annual revolution, "Hwa" the Hierarch- 


ies of ere with on oa. birth . 


Nara 3123 noone 4 e ' 51 
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fancy, ap ng wo n Waun bee 25 
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0 bt oven had. * ploſſoms of. tender age 


eaſt their ſoft foliage, and ripened into man- 


hood, when tha godlike ſoul within him wrought 


in his heart, and inſpired in his breaſt, à manly 


valout and heroic courage. Scarely had the flexi 
dle fibres of youth acquired firmneſs for the diſ- 
play of energetic action, when we. behold him 
bold in danger, daring, in enterpriſe, unappalled 
by fear, encountering difficulty, hardſhip, and fa- 
tigue. Like the dewy flowers of morn, his mind 
was early expanded by the bright irradiations of 
truth. Bold without temeri ty, daring without 
raſhneſs, he was nature's; favorite ſon- She had 
beſtowed on him her abundant gifts. He needed 
not like other men to wait inſtruction from{precept 
and example. His valour was tempered by mo- 


deration, and judgement was impaled on his un- 


derſtanding. Born to the poſſeſſion of an intellect 
emphatically ſtxong, he was capahle of conducting 
aach purpoſe of, his ſoul. with, all that prudence 
and cautious circumſpection, which are u ually, 
but the fruits of experience andthe.growthot time. 


Tho a ſtripling in years, ves in n he was a 
a Age, mn bravery A here. nen A* 


e GLO tr tee WY e 
8 1 recount to you the 91 ſenterpriſes of 


a life, lead you into a detail, of * his glorious 


(132) 


achievements, and enumerate to you * mier ac- 


tions of his virtue and — ?. Hiring od 


Tur ſpan of life is too contrafted Fr: 
2 a+ 2 85 TNA 
SuATL I bnd bir DA ag — tedious 
war, thro clouds of duſt and fields of blood; revive 
in your minds the ſcenes in which by his prudence, 
heroiſm, and fortitude he has drawn on him the 
wonder of mankind, and ſet before you the ever 


blooming laurels gathered at Boſton, Trenton, 


Princeton, on the fields of Monmouth, and in 


every Place where he has erected his ſtandard ? 


Wonen ſki ſhould clele the day, and the 


i ſubject remain eee Wa 


Wirt you paſs rapidly: on rn Ga carter: * 


his glory, notice the momentous incidents of his 
| life, and trace enen e where illuſtrious ? 


Tu xx view nien in his Erft dend Enberpet, 
fee him amidſt hardſhips and dangers, with 
matchleſs fortitude purſuing his way thro a track- 
les wilderneſs to where Ohio rolls its flood, ſent 


on an embaſſy of peace. Two hundred of miles on 
foot, while the prowl of beaſts, the hoop of ſava- 


ges, or bleak whiſtling of the wind was the only 


noiſe he heard for many a day, ſupporting on 
his ſhoulders the ſcanty fare of b 

with unwearied ſinews he meet the oppoſing 
| depths of lnow and braved fierce winter's cold. 


his ſuſtenanee, 


Tan bebold bien rhoutned i in the car 
of victory the olive branch in his hand is now 
exchanged for a ſword, and inſtead of that ſoft 
blandiſnment of ſpeech, which ſo r flowed 
from bis lips, he utters his voice in the 


ſound of the trumpet om in the roar of ams. 


( 8y 


See him difpited by Braddock his cgunſel ne- 
lected. Behold him unſhaken by diſaſter, ſavin 
— ruin the troops of that illfated Hemel 
ſmitten with r and ee W 

my Leal 96 10195 Fe ra 

„ ane were oh of FO + e the 
avaſages offuturity—tbeſethe events, which carly 
drew on him the admiration of men. 1 were 


diſplaied thoſe military talents, that prudence 4 | 


fortitude, patriotiſm, and heroic courage, whi 
pointed him owt to an admiring people as reſerved 
by Heaven for ſome fignal ſervice to his country: 
Nor did they read is deſtiny amiſs. Now behold 
the ſcene unfolding a ſcene from which buman 
nature recoils, at Which humanity ſhudd ers. — 
When Britain, foiled in her ſucceſſive attempts to im- 
poſe on us a chain, which ſhould forever bind us, 
ſummoned her thunders and burled deſtruction 
_.againft our infant land. When the roar of cannon, 
the groans of ſoldiers, and the cries of orphans, were 
inceſſantly intermingled, when. our Gele were 
plundered, our cities ſet on fire, and the ſoil you 
no ſo induſtripuſly cultivate grey Fg with 
: the blonde our ajuers aud ohr pred. 
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"Tun eyes of thats they infant Colonies were 
lifted to WASHINGTON. On him his Coun- 
try called his voice reſponded: to their cry. He 
quit the ſcenes of rural bliſs for the horrors and 
fatigues of war. He ſacrificed the ſweet enjoy- 
ments of domeſtic life for no other reward than 
AY ierviog. his Country. 

On every WT ay danger. fiood prominent 
death was in _— form—a country's fate ſuſ- 


: reed in ieales.9 unequal weights. | - 
9 5577 can and unmoved his ſoul ſurveyed the 


8 14 | ) 


| dbubtful proſpect, and ſmilled on the dreadful 


a 


Wy fcene. Conſcious'of Tight he knew'no fear truſt- 
j ing oh Heaven, lie dreaded not the event. 4 F 
jb 4 93 I on, „ 1143 5 A . * 
g Ten from Mount wan over theſe regions t. 
of the north beamed the ſplendor of © Virginia's t 
. Star.” At Cambridge he opens the ſcene of war, R 
# | Enraptured thouſands flew to his ſtandard, deter- q 
x mined to win fair freedom, or ſeek 2 glorious i 
| grave. Joy was in every heart and rapture on [ 
i —— every tongue. His preſence animated our troops, 0 
| gave zeal to our armies, and conſtaney to their A 
[i courage. Tbeir bayonets puſh' more ſharply 1 
} on our foe: when WASHINGTON commands, 1 
| and winged globes of lead from loaded firelocks b 
| more nimbly ſtart, and in F Qi fucceſſion \ 
Mic; n 
TI 25 1 
| OzyuR wk place of cotfulion'i in our camps; 1 
hi and our ſoldiers, rude in arts of war, by his ad- 3 
"dreſs and military ſkill, were ſoon informed the 5 
MW uſe of arm, and taught che — of ng wk 1 
i Ws it to to ſubjugate nations, iy warriers tow, i - 
5 and make mankind fall down at his feet, that 0 
If our lamented WASHING TON — his 1 
| word, and dipped his hands in blood? 1 
f | No ;—He fought but in * freedoim's $ caufe. a 
i Already had the vengeance” of à hoſtile foe gone : 
1 forth againſt our Country. Our fields were reek- * 
J ing with blood volumes of ſmoke from fair vil- 

Hlages aſcending far around darkened Heaven, 
while rapine, hatred, and Juſt ſcattered ruin in our 
Country, and ſpread defolation ! in our ns. we J 
Was i it a thirſt for fame ad Sils n Y 


which led him to accept the high appointment of | 
dis Country ? © P 


7 1850 


RrLrer, and you will know it was not this. 
With proud Britain he had to ..contend, whoſe 
power had often made Europe tremble, and whoſe, 
name: ſpread terror over far diſtant., ſeas. He had 
to oppoſe gallant armies accoutred for the battle, 
troops inured to dicipline and arcuſtgmed-to fa- 


tigue. He had to meet brave generals, formed by 


experience, approved in war, and {killed in . hus 


114 


man ſlaughter—himſelf but little tried in ſcenes 
before him his army an undiciplined militia, 


often ſuffering from exceſſes of cold and hunger, 


nakedneſs and want—his reſources precarions— 


his Country town from the ſtock, Which, afforded 


it ſuecour, and its own fibres rent by. Nr 
from che hadref its own e e 1 
Meade eee Ratten mf es 
| Was wth or power, was it pride or am: 
nn which led PR * engage 22 n A 
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5 5 i 7 5 words Pre des, let thoſe 
my 75 him beſt ſpeak, let the actions of his 


11 


. * 


IH - 


life declare, and their united language will inform 


you, no,—it was love to his Conntry, a ſacred re- 


ard for liberty and the rights of man, it was to 


reſerve from the graſp of tyranny theſe Indepen- 
. States, that he ſacrificed eafe' and the Tweet 
enjoyments of domeſtic life for this cauſe he en- 
dured hardſhip, paſſed watchful hours, expoſed 
life and health, hazarded reputation. A moſt 
noble patriotiſm warmed his ſoul, animated him 


in action, ſupported him in fatigue, refreſhed him 


when wet W him when faint. 


F, 
- 4 0 


Juve "Rs aug guſt the man an rulled | by motives like 
theſe; na all ſordid views has ws. aim 
dana. Ma on the public good 1. ! : 
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„Bur it was ; not t the gallant armies of Britain | 
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alone he had to combat;—nv, but {innumerable 
exigencies perplexities, and diſcordant opinions, 
which convulſed our Country, created jealoufies,; 
extited ſuſpicion, and arp" eee 


1 


To the hiſtorlate and the biographer is lefe 
thi enviable taſk, to purſue him thro = various 


ſcenes of this afflictive War. 22 Fa, oh 2 1112 * 
Every ente was a N ide: git, obs 
ve day added a laurel bo: his en 1 * wm 


By cautious eee de, Jong 4 
65 Ute enemy and guarded againft their dark de. 
ſigns. Of uncommon comprehenſion, his mind 
embraced an extended view of things, ſuddenly 
purſued to its utmoſt termination the chain of 
events, and ſelected i its object. Great i in boni 
and perſeverance he was unſhaken in the purpoſe 
of his ſoul. . QF dignified deportment, his preſence 
ſtruck an awe and filled the guilty with rcad 
Affable in his manners. he wooed' "Us affection 
of his ſoldiers. His inflexible courage and hero 
zeal were unequaled even by the extent of 'his 
difficulties. By moderation and rudence he of- 
ten effected what would. haue colt the blood of 
thoufands of his fellow citizens in diret oppofi- 
tion of arms, and by, wildom, patriotiſm, and a 
ſacred regard to virtue, he bas achieved thofe 
glorious. deeds, which have ſwelled the trumpet 
of fame, and will torever emblazon the eſcutcheon 


of the illuſtrious WASHINGTON. | 2 Log 


* 4 
* A 


Arx length our cauſe is gained Ry" 3 | 
dence ſealed. The forms of war blown over, 
opening ſkies diſctoſe heaven born peace, deſcend- 
ing on our realms. « The father of our Country 
reſigns his high command—the barge receives him, 


aud from the eyes of gazing mortals he is convey» 
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ed, bearing the benedictions of . of free. 


dom ſons to the peaceful ſhades of Mount 
Vernon s ſtill retreat. 


Wurz ſhall we look for greatneſs exem- 
plified! Treaſures are detected in the dark receſſes 
of the earth, and by much ſearching pearls are 
found in the ocean, but hiſtory does not afford, 
nor in the annals of time can there be found ſo juſt, 
ſo prudent, ſo brave a man, ſo great a hero, ſo true 
a friend to republicaniſm, to virtue, and to religion. 
Many men have done valiantly, but thou Oh! 


WASHINGTON, haſt excelled them all. Thy 


deeds ſurpaſs the fame of all ancient or mo dern times. 


Dio Alexander obtain the appellation of the 
Great, and was he ſtyled, Conqueror of the World ? 
Did nations bow down to Cæſer, and thouſands 
lie humble at his feet? Has the name of Hanibat 
reached you, and of the Roman Scipiohave you 
not heard ? And do theſe butchers of mankind, 
who have made murder a trade—who have laviſh- 
ed on their ambition the intereſts, the peace, the 
happineſs, yes, the lives of thouſands of their 
fellow mortals, and died in blood the roll of their 
perfections, do theſe beaſts in human form live in 
the memory of man ? What yet live! Notonly live, 
but do mankind revere their names and pay homage 
to their memory ? Heavens, what inconfiſtency ! 
As if to be great, it were only to be evil. 


Aud is there any one ſo baſe as with theſe 
to compare our illuſtrious Hzxo ? So impeous ag 
to confound innocence with vice and deformi- 


ty? The whole aggregate of their perfections 


would not make one attom of his foul. WASHING. 
TON never drew his ſword to hew a road to fame; 
never did he tarniſh his luſtre by inhuman deeds 


—his laurels were never ſtained "7 wanton bar 
C 


( is } 


barity, he never led the greaning captive in 
triumph—cruelty never diſgraced his trophies, 
nor has his banners waved in blood. He pitied 
the widow's tears the orphan's, cries ; he poured 
balm for all their woes. With the gentle 
emollient of ſympathetic tenderneſs, he aſſuaged 
the anguiſh of affliction, and ſoftened the aſperity 
of grief. He never fought to be called a congue- 
ror— rather would he that eternal oblivion ſhould 
* fhroud his name, than that the blood of one mor- 
[ tal ſhould flow to create him renown, or rear 
monuments to his memory. 


Bur how uncertain are all human proſpeQts ! 
Thoſe hopes, which in the morning of expeRation 
| put forth ambroſial flowers are often blaſted before 
. the noon- day, or withered by the ripening fun. 
| Fondly had you anticipated,that the fabric of your 
independence, eſtabliſhed by your arms on the firm 
; baſis of liberty, would afford you happineſs, ſecu- 
Tity, and reſt, But hardly had the firſt tranſports 
N of your joy ceaſed on this memorable event, hard- 
5 ly had you made congratulation with your friends, 

when new dangers role, diforders threatened, and 
theſe States were again on the brink of ruin. It 
was tht danger from an invading enemy, which 
Had united all hearts and ſentiment. No ſooner 
had our victorious arms cruſhed the tyrants pow- 
er, than the bands of our union were broken, the 
Federal Compact was found of no effect, and our 

land ſeemed faſt verging to a ſtate of anarchy and 
ruin. 

Wu ſhall we find a man approved in 
wiſdom, and tried in danger like WASINGTON ? 
Heenters the council of our nation. Hope re- 
vives, He propounds the. principle to be adopted 
by our grand national Conventien. It was here 
the bright irradiations of his mind did gradual- 
ly ripen and bring to perfection the fruit of his 
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victories. Great as was the conqueſt of his arms; 
fo was the triumph of his counſels—by the former 
he importantly aided in ſecuring to us indepen— 
dence, and by the latter a Conſtitution founded 
on its baſis no lefs PERS This great work accem- 


pliſhed, he ſighs for retirement, and again ſeeks 
Laban Vernon's ſhade. 


SuorT was his ſtay.—Who ſhall preſide un- 
der our new Conſtitution, and put in motion the 
wheels of our Federal Government? WHSH- 
INGTON cried the war-worn ſoidier — each pat- 
riot brave and gallant youth echoed back the 
found, and liſping infants articulated his name. 
In him were united the love, the confidence, and 


the admiration of his countrymen. Unanimouſly 
elected to the dignity of PxzSsID ENT over theſs ; 
Independent States, he accepted the appointment 


with that diffidence, which ever marked his enter- 
ance into office, and which is the diſtinguiſhin 
charaReriſtic of virtue and real merit. No Jeſs 
admired in peace than in war, ever devoted to the 
intereſts of his country, his adminiſtration has left 
to ſucceeding generations a rare Example of inte— 
grity, of faithfulneſs, and of honor. While civil 
Siſcord ran high, while the political world ſhook to 
its centre,and kingdoms in Europe tottled Bn their 
foundations, WASHINGTON iſſued his procla- 
mation of nutrality, which inſtance of ſublime 
policy reflected on his name unfading honor, and 
to our country gave ſecurity and peace. Unmoved 
by clamours at home, nor traduced by influence 
abroad, he was firm in his reſolves, and unſhaken 
in the diſcharge of his truſt. 


Having. ſerved in his high official duty 
twice four full years, and managed the affairs of 
State with uncommon prudence, he then mam- 


feſted to. a greatful people his determination to ra- 
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each patriot cries. 


1 


tire from office, and no more engage in ſcenes of 


public life. Intreaties had been effered—intrea- 


ties availed, but now intreaties were vain. Hav- 


ing ſpent the vigour of life, and borne the bur- 
then and heat of the day, what more could his 
Country require ? There was no reward to him 
like the conciouſneſs of having ſerved with inte- 
grity—next to this, was the gratitude of his coun- 


| try. Still we have hope for WASHINGTON-- 


yet lives to direct our councils and guide our ad- 
miniſtration. He lives in his Lxc acy,an inheritance 


of more worth, than if he had left us nations con- 


quered and whole kingdoms ſubdued. Let this 
compendium of morality, of natienal policy, and 
of religion be dear to you—it will make you wile. 
and happy. Perufe the golden page yourſelves 
—teach it to your children—tell them it is 
WASHINGTON's ;—and may it continue to be 
reſpected and admired ſo long as the monumen- 


tal ſtone ſhall bear his name, or nations live to 
ſpeak his praiſe. | 


Anon our ſky is darkened and the day over 
caſt. Gloomy apprehenſion breods over every 
mind. Our Flag inſfulted—our rights invaded— 
our ſeamen made captives—and our property tak» 
en from us. To arms our country calls—to arms 


THren to that ſtill retreat where our venera- 
ble and beloved HERO cultivated agriculture and 
the arts of peace, came the high appointment, 
which again called him to lead the armies of our 
Jand, and avenge a country's wrongs. His ſword 
long fleeping in its ſcabbard leaped forth- Like 
a rock he ſtood, and dared the aggreſſions of a foe. 
The well known name on diſtans nations ſtruck a 
dread—to our country jt gave confidence and 


. hope. 


| 6 


Such are the high ſtations in which this ex- 
alted PATRIOT has moved before us - ſuch his un- 
ſhaken attachment to his country - ſuch his virtue 
—ſuch his fidelity —ſuch the amiable examples 


for imitation he has left an admiring world. How ' 


happy the people, who have lived in ſuch an age! 
Let pæans of praiſe aſcend before the throne of 
Divine Love, whence has iſſued this gift to man. 
Nations yet unborn ſhall read the hiſtory of 
WASHINGTON, and gather inſtruction from 
the fertile page. Earth only ſhall preſcribe the 
limits of his fame, while in the hearts of Ameri- 
. Cans his name ſhall be perpetuated by characters 
more indeliable than thoſe engraved on braſs, or 
cut in ſtone. | tk 


Ir is not the incenſe of ſervile adulation, we 
offer at the ſhrine of his memory his reputa- 


tion is not reſted on the hollow columns of po- 


pular applauſe, —nor is it his military achieve— 
ments, and political ſagacity alone, which have 
ſpread his name wide as empire, and raiſed mon- 
uments to aggrandize his fame. No, but it is 
his wiſdom, his virtue, his patriotiſm, which have 
| knitted together the affections of a nation, and 
interwoven their love with every action of his life. 


Wno will impeach his integrity ? Who will 
queſtion his fincerity, or even charge him with 
folly in his moſt unguarded hours ? Altho perfec- 
tion is not in man, yet like the ſun whoſedark ſpots 
are loſt in the ſplendor of its own brightneſs, 
 thole little frailties inſeperable from human nature, 
were unſeen amidſt the effulgence of his virtues. 
The great defire of his foul was to be uſeful to 
mankind. Whether we contemplate him in the 
eabinet or ip the field, in council or in debate, 
in JomeſticYife.with the dear PARTNER of his cares, 


with his ſervants, or under the ſhades of Mount r 
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Vxzaxnon, we do but broaden the foundation of our 
eſteem, and heighten our admiration of his cha- 
racter. In his ſoul was contained the living foun- 
tain of whatever is great, whatever is noble, what. 
ever is magnanimous, whatever is ſublime, Juſ- 
tice was his cardinal point and wiſdom his polar 


| ſtar, —benevolence was his conductreſs,and integri- 


ty the line of his meridian. Patriotiſm was a 
congenial ſunſhine to his foul—meekneſs, equity, 
piety, and ſympathetic tenderneſs ſhone like 
bright conſtellations about his heart. By theſe 
he calculated the latitudes of vice, avoided the 
ſholes of evil, ſkunned the gulph of vain glory, 
purſued an undeviating courſe on the line of rec- 
titude between avarice and ambition, the sxLLA and 


 CHARYBD1S of human life, unſhaken by adverſity 


nor agitated by dangers, with conſtant preſence of 


mind and calmneſs like the ferenity of Heaven, he 


held his courſe on liſe's tempeſtuous ſea, continu- 
ally ruffled by winds of adverſity, and rifing into. 


| billows by faction and violence, until havin 


one the round of human glory, and culled and 


brought home from each ſcene rich commodities of 


precept and example, ne has completed the voyage 
of human exiſtence, and anchored in the fair 


haven of IMMORTALITY. 


Txzzx, my friends, we muſt contemplate 
eur beloved WASHINGTON, He is no longer 


on Earth-—Gone, gone forever! The drama of his 


life is finiſhed, the hour is paſt, his work is done! 


Tho his body refts at Mount Vernon,—yet, oh ! 


how changed. How like the cold clay on which 
we tread—how like the dull marble wrought by 


the chiſel, and formed to human likeneſs, ſtill ſenſe- 


leſs and crumbling into duſt ! 


SO great a congueſt by death 5s not in the 
memory of any ons to tell, Cut down in a day, 


{ #3 } 


like the golden harveſt, his fruit well ripened and 


bending to the fickle. That arm, which has ſo 


often been ſtretched forth in defence of your lib— 
erties, now lies motionleſs and ſpent. Changed is 
the expreſſion of that countenance which animat- 
ed warriors, chaſed deſpondency from the hearts 
of freemen, and rallied around the ſtandard of 
liberty virtue, patriotiſm, and valour. With his 
own dear hand his lips were cloſed, while death im- 
preſſed on them the ſeal of eternal filenee, and for- 
ever fhut thoſe eyes to the light of day, which have 
ſo often watched for your ſafety and paſſed whole 
nights without ſlumber to guard your ſecurity in the 


voluptuous hours of ſleep. He laboured in thought 


that your hearts might rejoice—he endured hunger 
that your little ones might be fed ſickly and cold 
he ate his ſcanty pittance in the field, that you 
might enjoy the plenitude of health, that your 
tables might be crowned with choiceft viands, that 
ſecurity might inveſt your borders, and -peace 
dwell in your habitations. He engtafted the fron 


of liberty on the famiſhed remains of virtue, 


which now ſpreads forth its branches to far diftant 
climbs. His the toil! to rear the tree, ours the 
more pleaſing taſk to cultivate its growth, and en- 
joy its cooling ſhade. What glories, has he 
wrought, what wonders has he done! 


Is gratitude alive—is ſenſibility awake? Is 
it indifferent to us that the great protector of our 


rights, the advocate of our freedom, the father af 


our independence reſts frem his labors and ſleeps 
in the cold embrace of death? No, on every fide 
I behold the unfeigned expreſſions of grief. - How 
frail a thing is life—how momentary the geatneſs 
of mortal man ! how hidden the proſpects, which 
before us lie—how uncertain the {pace that inter- 
cepts * thoſe joys we would aſpire to, and the 
grave | 7 
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Wr have all loſt a friend—our Country has 


loſt a father—virtue has loſt her beſt advocate, 
America mourns, humanity weeps, religion re- 


 clines to indugein grief for her ſon. What tribute 


of praiſe ſhall we raiſe to his exalted worth ! 


WariLE as yet our Country was in the habili- 
ments of youth, as a father taketh the child by the 
hand whom he loveth, and leadeth him in ſafe plac- 
es, ſo did this ill uſtrious WASHINGTON direct 
the ſteps Oh, Au RICA! He ſaw thy affliction 
and was grieved—he felt the load of thy oppreſſion 
and oppoſed himſelf to the mighty weight. In war 
he was thy fortreſs, a ftrong hold in time of peace. 
He led thy armies to battle, he huſhed the tumuls 
of paſſion, he allured to thy cauſe the friends of 
virtue, of equal rights, and of religon. Well may the 
voice of mourning this day be heard in thy tem- 
ples, and lemantation over all thy realtne. 


ws to what an amazing height virtue lifts u 
mortal man ! Columns pointing to the ſkies ſhall 
Perpetuate the name of WASHINGTON fo long 
as mountains exiſt on Earth, or ſtars give _—_ in 
Heaven. 


Tavs ſhall it be done to the man, Siem his 


country delights to honor, Thus ſhall it be done 
co the man, whoſe ſoul borne of wings of love, 


with impartial fight ſurveys the changing ſcenes 
of time, who zealous for truth and concious of its 
worth, makes all the ends he aims at, thoſe bf his 
God and his Country. | 


Ys cALLant Citizins IN arms! While 
you move in ſlow proceſſion, and yonder cannon 
to the liſtning hills repeat the ſad token of our 
woes, ſwear to your COUNTRY, we wil! protef thy 
liberties ; and to the ſainted ſpirit ofyour Waſtrious 
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Ys DAUGHTERS: FAIR, Corouna's PRIDE 


AND BOAST | Speak of his virtues, admire his ex- 


cellence, extel his worth. Youth, enraptured at 
the thought, ſhall feel more eheroiſrm, and virtue EX= 
tend its reign on earth. 


: 
7 


Lr the Sire with FE: 7 Py aud grave g 


Matron, whoſe tears on tender minds deep im- 


preſs the thought, tell to their liſtening children : 
the ſad tale of their grief, Tell them that 


WASHINGTON once lived, —inculcate his ex- 
ample, commend him far their | imitation—then 


ſhall future WASHINGTONS ariſe, and Anr- 


Ac perpetuate her liberties, unſhaken by the 
convulſive thraws of time, ſo long as nations ci 
on * or virtue finds praiſe in Heaven, 
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